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In the event of Col. McKay’s having left the fort, you will command
them till further orders, making every possible exertion to strengthen
vour post, and omitting no precaution which may be necessary for its
defense. I have sent Lance Corporal Heywood, of the Tenth Veteran
Battalion, in charge of some ordnance stores. He is to remain with you,
and be employed at the artillery, under Sergeant Keating, whom I have
appointed Ordnance Store Keeper at Fort McKay.

You will see the obvious necessity of cultivating the best possible un-
derstanding with the Indians, particularly with our allies, the Sauks and
Renards. You will signify to them how highly T am pleased with their
conduct, and that everything in my power shal be done to supply their
wants. You will signify to the Leaf and Little Corbeau my approbation
of the assistance which they have afforded, and my hope that, if another
attack is threatened, this Fall, that they will bring down the whole of
their warriors to your assistance. Point out to them of what conse-
quence it is to them to keep the enemy at their present distance. You
may assure them that great efforts are inaking by the King in their be-
half; and that the Ministry are determined to make no peace, till the
lands plundered from the Indians, are restored. To attain this pur-
post, great reinforcements of troops are coming out.

As Lieut. Grignon, of the Indian Department, is to reside for some
time at Green Bay, you will communicate with me through him, by
every possible opportunity, taking care to acquaint me with every conse-
quence that occurs. If our post is likely to be attacked, you will also
call upon him to collect whatever Folles Avoines, Winnebagoes and mili-
tia from Green Bay, that he can, and repair with the utmost expedition
to your assistance. T am not without hopes of being able, by and by, to
send a detachment of troops to reinforce your garrison.

It will be necessary that some regular system should be adopted for
victualing the troops, which Capt. Rolette will undertake. They must
be supplied with game and deer, and what beef can be got. We have
not any pork to spare, and, indeed, the only chance of our being able
to keep a fort at Prairie du Chien, is by the country being able o feed
and support that garrison, without making any demand upon this post
for provisions, which is out of the question for me to grant. Capt.
Dease and yourself must make the best arrangements you can for sup-
plying the troops, taking care that the utmost regularity and correct-
ness appear in your accounts and disbursements. Col. McKay men-
tions his finding Mr. Honore, of the Indian Department, a very useful
Commissary, and you had better still employ him in that capacity.

On Capt. Rolette’s return, he will take with him the proper form, ac-
cording to which your monthly pay-lists are to be made out. On the
24th of each month, the troops to be regularly mustered, and the men
all present, or their absence accounted for. You will always
be upon your guard, and take the necessary precautions to be-
come acquainted, through the Sauks, with all the motions of the
enemy; and endeavor to ascertain, as early as possible, if they have
intentions of attacking you, that you may, in due time, be prepared for



